the first importance. Behnke has demonstrated that the "lean body mass," since it represents the active tissue of a person, is superior to reference standards hitherto proposed for the estimation of physiological functions such as the masses of various organs and tissues and the volumes of the different fluid compartments in the body. In the present article, which has been reprinted as a short paper-covered monograph, the same principle has been applied to the study of the relation of the lean body mass to oxygen consumption. A large part of the article is devoted to an ingenious mathematical comparison of lean body weight with other reference standards for basal metabolism; but there is in addition a discussion of the implications of this correlation. This small, non-mathematical, and very readable book on nuclear physics is from the pen of one of the most distinguished theoretical physicists of the day. Heisenberg originated many of the fundamental ideas of quantum mechanics, and for these discoveries he was awarded a Nobel prize. During the last war he directed some of the nuclear energy research in Germany. At present he is the director of the Max Planck Institute of Physics at Gottingen.
The first, a German, edition of this book, published during the war, was based on a series of lectures given to electrical engineers. This English edition is a translation of the latest revision in 1948. Since there is no coverage of the very extensive developments in nuclear physics in the past five years, this book is now to be recommended chiefly as an excellent coverage of the history and principles of nuclear physics. It should be of the greatest value to workers in other branches of science and technology who now find that they must have a greater knowledge of the radiations from atomic nuclei than they remember from their sophomore physics course. I guarantee that this semi-popular discussion of the nucleus is authoritative, and that there is practically not a single mathematical equation in the entire book. It is fortunate that the very last chapter on Rickettsiae is entitled "Appendix," for it treats these organisms rather cursorily and without the excellent critical remarks that characterize the remainder of the text. This is a book that was written for graduate students in virology, but there is not doubt that all who are interested in living processes, normal and pathological, would profit immensely by its perusal. The format is easy on the eyes. Typographical errors are few but seem to increase with increasing page numbers. There are 697 references; a good number of these are review articles with many additional bibliographies. Some of the main symptoms of spinal cord injuries are discussed in this text as separate problems, presenting in a clear and attractive manner the physio-pathology, clinical description, and therapeutics of these symptoms. Some parts of the book are rather elementary but altogether it will be a very useful contribution to the Spanish reader.
The first chapter deals with etiology and gives a detailed description of civil life accidents with less emphasis on war injuries. Pathology, x-ray examination, first aid, and hospital care are the subjects of a brief but welldocumented chapter. In presenting the problems of total and partial section of the spinal cord the experiences of the author add great interest to the material presented. Several case histories illustrate the different types of etiology, and the evolution and progress of symptoms. In concluding this section it is emphasized that disturbances of sensation rather than motility are of primary significance in determining prognosis.
Rehabilitation of the motor functions includes physical therapy and surgical techniques, which are presented wisely and conservatively. The chapter on bladder function gives a good anatomical and physiological background for better understanding and management of vesical difficulties; tidal drainage is described with special care. Short chapters are devoted to some aspects of the paraplegic, as sex, autonomic system, intestinal disturbances,
